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In his broadcast message,
President Truman identified
what he termed "German

aggression" in Korea, and asked
Congress for legislative

authority to deal with it. (The
president has no constitutional
power to take military action

without a congressional vote for
it.) Truman is credited with

bringing the Korean War to an
end in the summer of 1953. This
negotiation was the first sign of
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normalization of U. S. relations
with the Soviet Union, and set

the stage for the détente
policies that followed. The

events surrounding the Korean
War are the subject of historians

and biographers, and the
Korean War remains one of the
bloodiest and most contentious
wars of the Twentieth Century.
1 The Korean War period was

one of upheaval and risk for the
United States. In the spring of

1950, the North Korean invasion
of South Korea brought U. S.
forces into a battle to retain
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American hegemony, over a
smaller, but engaged and better

equipped opponent. The
fighting took place in rugged

mountain terrain and the
climate, not only of the Korean

Peninsula but of the nation
itself, divided it politically as
well as geographically. The

conflict developed and evolved
swiftly, in what was for much of

it an undeclared war, finally
ending with the armistice of

1953. The Korean War was the
most serious threat of military

confrontation between the
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superpowers since World War II,
and was the first major conflict

between capitalism and
socialism. Its ending signalled

the end of United States'
previous reliance on military

power to keep the peace, and
the beginning of U. S. reliance

on military power to settle
international disputes. 2

Thereafter, the United States
would strive to avoid such

bellicose confrontations as a
means of preserving its

superiority in the world market.
2. It remains the case that the
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only way to deter such an
attack is to have U. S. troops

ready to strike a massive
retaliation (also called a

"nuclear strike") at the decisive
moment. How one counters

such a threat is a question of
tactics and psychology, not of

strategy. It is also a fact that U.
S. Presidents must get

Congressional authorization to
commit the nation's forces to
any military engagements. 6/
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NOVICE 9 and 12 matches are
remaining...Every good is a pure

product of its own
circumstances... The

environment is the chief
medium of transformation.
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