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face significant challenges with his plan to re-energize Canadian diplomacy, including the attempt to
forge a new relationship with China. Trudeau, who returned to Canada from India on Friday evening

after meeting with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, will head to the United States within the
next few weeks for his first official visit since taking power last year. While in India, Trudeau’s

priorities included expanding trade between India and Canada, and addressing last year’s tensions
caused by the extradition of drug lord drug lord Devinder "Desh" Beharry to Canada. On the trade

front, Canada is attempting to build on the pre-2012 Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with India by
offering a better deal. Rajan Matthan, who has served as Canada’s ambassador to India since 2013,

told Al Jazeera that talks over the new deal will be complicated. “It will involve tariff concessions,
hopefully,” he said. “And I don’t think we can compare it to the old Free Trade Agreement. For

example, we have a greater duty-free preference on vehicles. We’ve got a lot of the sectors that
we’d like to see open up to trade. And we’ve also got a greater focus on building a business

environment. So it’s really looking at the regulatory side, at the investment side, at the financial
services side.” The prime minister’s visit to Washington will follow close behind, in early April. It will
be Trudeau’s first trip to the United States as head of a Canadian government. The trip will mark the

beginning of a new relationship between the US and Canada, one that is expected to be far more
friendly than that between Washington and Ottawa during the decades of the Cold War.
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